158
 EUROPE FROM 911  TO 1198
 
The effect of
his work
His
disastrous
campaign
against the
Normans
 more difficult, and at Mantua in 1053 we hear of a riot against
the decree enforcing clerical celibacy.
These four years put the Papacy on an entirely new foot-
ing. It had re-established itself in the eyes of Europe and
made a very considerable advance towards the centralisation
of its authority. But the last year of Leo's life was signalised
by two disasters, both of which left their mark on future
history. The first came to him at the hands of the Normans,
who in the immediately preceding years had been rapidly
mastering the Lombard principalities in the south. Their
devastations and their brutality caused them to be universally
detested, and the cries of the oppressed came to the Pope,
who on his visits to South Italy received many appeals for
aid. This was one cause of his intervention, but he had a
more personal interest when the town of Benevento put
itself under papal protection in 1051, and passed with the
Emperor's permission to the Pope in exchange for the
bishopric of Bamberg, which had nominally been under papal
protection since the time of Henry II. Papal appeals to the
Normans were in vain, and when Drogo, the eldest of the
surviving sons of Tancrcd, was assassinated, the temporary
lack of leadership among the Normans seemed to give the
Pope an opportunity. With an army of volunteers, including
many Germans (though the Emperor withdrew the support
he first promised), and allied with most of the Lombard
princes in the south, Leo himself took the field in 1053.
Against this motley array the Normans, under Richard of
Aversa and the two remaining sons of Tancred, Humphrey
and Robert Guiscard, were completely successful at the battle
of Civitatc. The Pope was taken prisoner, Benevento fell
into the hands of the Normans, and Leo had to endure for
nearly a year the indignity of living under surveillance in
the town of which he claimed to be the lord. Released in
March 105<i» he came back to Rome to die a month later.
The Normans continued their work of depredation, no one
among them being strong enough as yet to unite the others
under him and form a settled State, But a new situation
had arisen from Leo's attempt and its failure. The claim to
papal overlordship in South Italy had now been advanced,
and it was clear that the Papacy could not make good its
claim unless it cither defeated the Normans or allied itself

